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MISSION STATEMENT
The St. George Theatre Restoration Inc, is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the restoration
of the historic theater and its development as a cultural and performing arts center for Staten Island and
all of New York City by providing community outreach programs, educational programs and public
performances.

Photo credit Ray Gorbea

FY 2017 PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS
SUMMER OUTREACH PROGRAM
The St. George Theatre Summer Outreach Program is an annual program that teaches theatre arts to local youth, ages 918, with priority registration given to children from socially and/or economically challenged homes. A total of 80 children
attended the program during the summer of 2016. Providing free dance training to underprivileged youth is part of the
bedrock of the St. George Theatre’s mission. Students gained practical skills, such as stage presence, public speaking and
audition preparation. They enjoyed free donated lunch each day, dancewear, dance shoes, costumes, writing supplies and
books. Lunches were provided by Karl’s Klipper, The Gavel Grill, Pier 76, 120 Bay Café, ShopRite and Met Foods. The
program began on July 13th and concluded on July 31st with a student performance and an awards ceremony. Dance
scholarships were also awarded, and students were invited back with their family to attend two main-stage performances
later in the year. We partnered with Girl Power Inc. and Illuminart.

NIGHT OF THEATRE
SGT’s Night of Theatre provided free access to a special night of theatre for members of our community for whom a
ticket would be out of reach due to financial challenges. Blocks of tickets were donated to community-based agencies who
then selected members they determined would most enjoy and benefit from this unique experience. Attendees ranged from
children and teens, seniors and adults with disabilities, foster children to the homeless. SGT partnered with Project
Hospitality, Seamen’s Society, Eden II, GRACE Foundation, Hungerford School, A Very Special Place, Cerebral Palsy of
NY State Eger Harbor House, Independent Living Association, Jewish Board/Family Resource, Markham Gardens, On
Your Mark, SI Blind Society, SIDDSO, United Cerebral Palsy, amongst others. We are particularly proud to have
welcomed over 900 families of children with autism and special needs to a special performance of our annual Christmas
Show.

“Thank you for giving my son Anthony the opportunity to attend the special showing of the Christmas
show at the St George Theatre in a setting that was relaxing and enjoyable to him. He loved the show. I was
thrilled that the Theatre recognized the special needs community of Staten Island. Thanks again!”
-Terry D’Albora, Mother of special needs teen

ARTS IN EDUCATION
The St. George Theatre Arts-in Education program delivered professional and educational live
performances for grades Pre-K to High School during the 2016-17 academic year. With an emphasis on
providing professional arts and theater experiences, the SGT presented performances by regional,
national, and international touring companies that connected arts to classroom curriculum. A collection
of thirteen biographies, beloved fairytales and shows that featured cross-curricula connections in STEM
disciplines, grammar, history, classic literature, and music and/or reflect culturally enduring themes such
as honesty, generosity or doing right by others were presented to over 14,000 students, teachers and
parents from 79 unique schools. Complimentary custom planned study guides were made available
online for classroom planning and use. Shows included Jackie Robinson, A Charlie Brown Christmas, The
Wizard of Oz, The Rainbow Fish, My Heart In A Suitcase, Frog and Toad, Seusical, New Kid, Charlotte's
Web, Schoolhouse Rock.

“I wanted to thank you for welcoming my student group to the theater.
Just as I had hoped, many expressed pride for this theater being a thing of beauty in their community! They noted the respect
the theater employees have for each other and the theater. They particularly loved the paintings, and the girls loved the
grandeur of the ladies room! Your outreach and education is very much appreciated, and I know this is an experience my
students will always cherish.

Thank you!”
Jessica F., Teacher
International Rescue Committee

COMMUNITY CONNECT SERIES
In 2017 SGT stayed true to our mission of developing and cultivating local talent. Gracing our stage were
the established Minty Awards, Beatles Blast, and our annual Christmas show. From local artists, to high
school musical theater rising stars, to a benefit for local charity Where to Turn, these performances were
a unique opportunity for community artists to practice their craft on a professional, full-size stage. Our
annual Christmas Show was performed by a cast of over 100 volunteers, continuing a long holiday season
tradition started by our founder in 2004. The Borough Arts Festival included over 500 students from our
local public schools who performed for their family and friends. Over 1,400 guests attended to enjoy
spoken word, dance, singing and acting on our stage. These students showcased their talents and
sparkled for all to enjoy!

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
1st Annual “Laughs On The Links” Celebrity Golf, Tennis and Bocce Outing
Monday, October 17, 2016, the St. George Theatre held its first-ever Celebrity Golf & Tennis Outing, and we reached out to all
our friends in the community to ask your support in our fundraising efforts. Colin Jost, SNL, Casey Jost, Impractical Jokers,
were our Celebrity Ambassadors along with radio personalities Joe Causi and Ken Dashow. They played golf and/or mingled
with our guests.

SGT’s 87th Anniversary Red Carpet Gala starring Huey Lewis and the News!
Each year at the Gala, the Georgie Awards are presented to recognize those friends who have made it possible for the St.
George Theatre to continue and thrive in our mission. This year’s recipients of the Georgie Awards are The Stephen
Siller / Tunnel to Towers Foundation; and David Barry, President of Ironstate Development Company and CEO of
URBY; for their outstanding contributions the community. The annual Red Carpet Gala is the principal fundraiser for St.
George Theatre Restoration Inc. and features a pre-show cocktail reception, Georgie Award presentation, a concert by
Huey Lewis and The News and an after-party in the grand and mezzanine lobbies with open bar, hors d’oeuvres, and
dance music. Over 350 attendees enjoyed an evening of entertainment, followed by an after-party with a DJ in the
majestic theatre Grand Lobby and Mezzanine Lobby and over 1,000 guests enjoyed the benefit concert.

PUBLIC PERFORMANCE SERIES

Serving the diverse needs and interests of our community, the St. George Theatre presented an increased range
of programming in FY 2017 from family shows to legendary performers. Fan favorites were George
Thorogood, Darlene Love, Stylistics, Chilites, Delfonics, Gilberto Santa Rosa, Kenny Rogers, Peter Frampton,
Paul Anka, Jackson Browne, Chaka Kahn, Brian Regan and Billy Gardell. Affordable Family Theater shows
included Alice in Wonderland, The Wizard of Oz, and Seussical to name a few. National tour Peppa Pig was a
fan favorite for our young theater goers. The St. George Theatre continues its long history of bringing live
theatre to the Staten Island community and all of NYC.

CULTIVATING EVENTS

St. George Theatre Murder Mystery Dinner Series, February 2017.

This included dinner and show ON
STAGE for the performers and guests. This was a unique way to enjoy and experience the St. George Theatre where
patrons see the theater in the eyes of a performer by enjoying the spectacular view of our main room. These themed
shows are a great way for our theater staff and board members to meet and cultivate theater goers and supporters.

We hosted our first Friends and Benefactor Event on May 4, 2017. We invited all our supporters to a
cocktail reception with backstage tours and a performance given by cabaret star Kim Grogg and Friends. Our
goal was to say thank you to our patrons at this special event and to show them our appreciation for all that they
do to support our mission throughout the year.

RESTORATION
Please, have a seat! In 2017 SGT completed the 12-week mezzanine seating project, including a full
electrical upgrade, new aisle lighting and handrails, and carpeting that is reminiscent of the original
1930s design with over 1,300 new velour seats.

FUNDRAISING & MARKETING DEVELOPMENT
The St. George Theatre’s rich history and inspiring story of its resurrection will be told through the production of an
episode of the critically-acclaimed public television series, Treasures of New York. Thanks to generous grants from the
Staten Island Foundation and Friends of Thirteen, this exciting project began filming in 2016.with a projected debut of
October 2017. This high-profile opportunity will support the theatre’s future fundraising and marketing efforts to attract
new patrons from beyond our local market.

AUDIENCE ANALYSIS

FINANCIALS

Please review FY17 990 available on our website.

FUNDERS
St. George Theatre is supported in part by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in
partnership with the City Council, the Office of the Borough President and the Honorable Borough President James Oddo,
Councilwoman Debi Rose, Councilman Steven Matteo, the former Borough President, the Honorable James P. Molinaro,
Assemblyman Michael Cusick, Senator Andrew Lanza, Bloomberg Philanthropies, Richmond County Savings
Foundation, The Staten Island Foundation, Singers Forum Foundation, Northfield Bank Foundation, Friends of Thirteen,
The Lois & Richard Nicotra Foundation, Con Edison, Gateway Arms Realty, Staten Island University Hospital/Northwell
Health, Merrill Lynch, ShopRite, Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar, American Guild of Variety Artists in memory of
Bea Kalmus-Sher, and many business and individual donors.
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